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Outline

. The issue of fertilizer use on lawns In Florida

. Backyardstormwaterponds as locus of the
problem

. Homeowner issues with algae growth in
stormwaterponds

. Focus groups, surveys and key informant
Interviews

. The barriers to changing behaviors
. Potential solutions



Floridians apply 35 million pounds of
nitrogen to their yards every year
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The fertilizer/algae connection




Nutrient pollution in Florida
waterways




Can nutrient runoff feed red tide outbreaks’

Karenia brevis Counts, February 20-25, 2005
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http://www.srh.noaa.gov/mlb/enso/enso-rainfall.html

Summer fertilizer blackout periods

Doubie ZEeros?
June thru September
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Summer Fertilizer Bans are Spreading

AIn a victory luncheon following the council vote
Sierra Club Florida Senior Organizing Manager
FrankJackalonéold supporters'Tampa is now
the largest city in the state of Florida with a
strong summer fertilizer ban, which is why this
such an important victory.

A The ban is expected to prevent eight tons of
nitrogen from getting into Tampa's waterways,
saving the city $56 million in removal costs.

http://florida.sierraclub.org/water_quality.asp



How big Is the Issue?
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Closer to Home:
ertilizer and nuisance algae
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What contributes to the problem?

A Design oktormwatersystems (everyone
connected)

A Landscaping dominated by turf

A HOA rules that encourage intensive watering and
fertilizing of turf

A Landscaping on ponds that makes natural
function difficult

A Homeowner preference for one kind of landscape

A Homeowner knowledge about the connection
petween fertilizer and algae growth is limited

A Maintenance practices cause additional problems




Educational approaches

FERTILIZE A Never fertilize within 10
APPROPRIATELY feet of any wateibody:

* A 5 2 yiadtilize before a

heavy rain.

", A Ifyou spill fertilizer on

the lawn or on a
sidewalk or driveway,
sweep It up and put it
back in the bag.

LANDSCAPING PRINCIPLES FOR
FLORIDA-FRIENDLY YARDS



Educational approaches

A Sweepgrass clippings
fertilizer and soll onto
0KS tl gy &az
get washed into storm
drains.

FLORIDA - FETENDLY YARDS




Educational approaches

A Establisha

maintenancefree zone
PROTECT THE of at least 10 feet

WATFRFRONT netween your
. andscape and a water
nody.

Plant abuffer zone of
ow-maintenance plants
petween your lawn and
shoreline to absorb
nutrients and to provide

nnem:-mfmwf mnggm wildlife habitat.




Formative research in two large

master planned communities
A What do you like about your neighborhood
and your landscape?
A What would you change? What prevents you?
A2 KI'd R2 @é&2dz Sya22é | 0:
A What is your interaction with landscape
contractor

A What is your reaction to different types of
landscaping around ponds?









